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The panelis ts
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Assignment design: typical ele ments  
of a  writing assignment
• Task:

• "sets forth the subject matter dimensions of the assignment" a meaning-constructing task could mean a disciplinary problems that the student 
must address, a thesis to support or attack, a data-set that needs to be interpreted, ...

• Role or Purpose
• informative, analytical, persuasive, reflective, exploratory

• Audience
• a specific audience with a defined initial stance. Position of power or of equality.

• Format or Genre
• academic paper, op-ed piece, memo, proposal, experimental report and info about length and style

• Interactive Components
• incorporating a schedule for completing the elements of the process of writing like brainstorming, peer review, early drafts.

• Evaluation Criteria
• how the work will be graded. i.e. a rubric

From John Bean, Engaging Ideas - developed using NSSE/WPA research



Today’s  ques tions  for the  panelis ts

1. What does a typical session look like for you?
2. How/when do you incorporate the assignment 

instructions?
3. How do you define a good writing assignment?
4. Where do you see students struggling the most in terms of 

following the assignment guidelines?

5. TBD – (think of your questions now!)
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Ques tion #1

What does a typical session look like for you?
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How a peer tutor 
facilita tes  a  
writing session
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How a peer tutor 
responds  to a  
draft



Sample  
submit-a-
draft 
response



Ques tion #2

How or when do you incorporate the assignment 
instructions?
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Ques tion #3

How do you define a good writing assignment?
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Ques tion #4

Where do you see students struggling the most in terms of 
following the assignment guidelines?
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Your ques tions  for the  panelis ts

•
•
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*NEW* Responding to your assignment 
guidelines
1) Email your assignment guidelines to salmonh@douglascollege.ca

**Include questions that you have about the assignment guidelines.
2) A peer tutor will review your assignment. You will receive the 

written response by email. 
3) Student requests always take priority. Time for review will depend 

on the time of the semester. (Submit during the first three weeks of 
the semester for a faster response)
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Thank you!
Sean
Jackkson
Jimena
Palika
Holly

@dclearningcentre
douglascollege.ca/learningcentre
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